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NO GREAT SHAKESPEARIAN OPERA UNTIL RECENTLY
'r--

CONCERTS OF THE WEEK.

SUNDAY Youn? Men's Symphony Orchestra, Arnold Volpe, conduc-
tor. Acolinn Tlnll, 3 P. M.

Edith Kuhcl Tito. Piincc?s Theatre, 8:15 P. M.
John McCormack. Hippodrome, 8:30 P. M.
Edward Zinco, barytone, Carnegie Chamber Music Hall,

8:15 P. M.
Concert of Peoples Music League, Schola Cantorum; Kurt

Schindlcr, conductor; Albert Spaldiny, violinist; David Manncs,
speaker, Cooper Union Hall, 8:15 P.li.

Yvcttc (iuilbcrt, Mnxino Ellijtt's Theatre, 8:15 P. M.
Arion Society, Carl Hohn' conductor, Arion clubhouse,

8:15 P. M.
TUESDAY Mme. Kutan Devi, in a recital of East Indian Music, Hud-so- n

Theatre, 3:30 P. M.

T
By W. J. HENDERSON.
I IK various I'elebratlonn of the

trrcenlrnnry of Slmkesprare
hnve slmped themselves un-

fortunately nlong conventional
lines. Perhaps the best of their fea-

tures has been the attempt at per-
formance of some of the plays In some
uch manner ns they were Riven In

Shakespeare's own time. Thu repre-

sentations of the stuRe spectacles as
they mere then constituted should be
Instructive, nlhelt they are not un-

likely to mislead the uninformed, for
before Slmkcspenre tho "machines"
of Italy were famous Nor can these
reproductions promise us any faith-
ful repllrn of the delivery of the lines
by the Shakespearian actor of 100,

To tho music lover they siiKKest
perhaps an Inquiry Into tho orlRln
anil history of opera on Shakespearian
themes. Kven this has yet to be
written, Homo few points are ob- -
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Scherzl Kortuna," "La Sposa
Volublle" others, proving to be
a true disciple of I'erRolesI, The sub-Je- ct

of "Hamlet" seems to be entirely
of his Doubtless

he treated It In the traditional
of the classic the

epoch. Of course the only
"Hamlet" opera known to the present

Is that Ambrolse Thomas, pro-duce- d

In 11(8.
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Of of Shake-
spearian only very few are

mentioning. "KIiir l,ejr"
to have dlsconraRed musicians.
nt In 1780 and Heynaud at

In 1888 the
"Macbeth" has set several
once by (Florence. 1847)
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Germany )i Ooetz's "TamlnR of the
S.irew," recently revived at the Metro-
politan (1874): "Homco et .lullette,"
UC": "Hamlet." 18S: Verdi's "Utello."
18S7, and the name master's "Kalstaff,"
1S93. Kven so Important a composer
a- - Kosslnl wrote an ''Otello," but It Is!
burled. i
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ver been written by an KnglUhman. ,

There are P'rhap two or three rea-- 1 fratlc nm, pvt.M . --r.ussons for this. Purvell was the one , UllI110all ,, (Jm.u adorned the.r ton who had the necessary Renins. rfeo an.liyric theatre of Krance Iphl-b- ut

he came loo early In the develop- - Kella all, 0lMtl,r ,.0llls stnlt.ment of lyric art. Tho 'Italian opera tcJ thpr ,)ricf llolir.w:us only In Its Infancy when Shake-- I ...... ,..,.'npear.. died, ami althouRh It had the, .y,'"rs
l"ome a,,rnl't m.i.le at ilii-lo- n.wasniakliiRs of Herculesii It was not quite

r.oui tr. ti, tn.b f .n .i... hut as Mum as the aria form had be- -

srratest o: dramatic poets,
The choice of subjects for operatic

treatment fell first upon classic stories.
The librettists for the youthful Floren
tines, who made the first cuys In the

terested

come the of the
vvhuli was the case in the

of tho century, the
of composer nnd

the must al of a drama was;

field of modern recitative, followed the chaned.
lisht of their forerunner Aiirc'o Poll- - Voice wcie now einplosed merely
".lano, whose "Orfco" was tbe tlrst nf for their vocal fleet. Men .mil n

lyrl.-- dramas. Perl and fac- - w,'rt' vast piomi-ciii'u.- -i for male or
clnl de.ilt with the, same tale, but called fmiatf icie.--. Tenor' app. ari-- a- - oil
their work- - "Kurldlce." ertll. women. Male -- pr.ino eiia icd 'he
the first real Konlus In the of Parts of the or Koman vn-oper- a,

wrltlns eight years later, npaln "tors. And al. the voices wen- - hich
save the world an "Orfco" and also an one. Miprnnos. alios and
"Arlannn." . Masses Mciiied In minor iarl or at

Thenceforward till lonR after In Important ones .Many
death of Handel In 1759 the classic operas had no low voltes in their
heroes and demlRORues peopled the op
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It was not till the last years of tho

ilRhtveiith century, that u return to
dramatic realism was made. When
Mozart wioto tho tlrst wroat bar tow
role, Itnn f.'loi'Mioil, ho did u; uh to
restoro the lyric drama to a date m
artistic sanity. Clin I: nl-- o furthered
the work, finally c.imo tlie psycho-loRio.- il

revolution lo sely called the ro- -
' mantle moveineit. putiiirhol in llter.i- -'

ture In the works of (im-tlie- , Schiller,
i I.essliiR, Morlcke and other (!riuan

poets and in music m the opcrna of
Weber and the .sunns of Schubert.

Mozart had dcmoiintrat'-- the power
i of music to denote character. These
later masters pioved Its cmniciIj for
the expression ol the mot subtle emo.
tlons. The way was at IiiM opened for
the nde(iiato musical treatment of the
ShnUespmrMr drama. Itefore music
had acquired this technic of expression
Shakespeare was Inaccessible to the
composer.

All the early attempts at settliiR his
p!ay failed bemuse the composers
followed the conventions of the Ij rlc
slope. There was nothliiR ele to dQ.
lr was not by the Inventions of any
one inasfr. but by the h(iw accumula-
tion of materials that musicians finally
were enabled to create a (.onvlncliiR
melodic utterance for the thoimh.s of
a flnmrn or a Hmnlrt. And even the
musical poesy of Cuunod and Thomas
Is convicted of weakness, by its very
juxtaposition with the mlRhty (Ileum's
or SliaKespeare,

191G.

expression, nnd It icmaliicd for tbe
great Verdl to find thoughts which

stand unabashed beside those nf
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drama. Thri centuries after thu ludicrously unskilful. Pallets attch ns
ntb-- i he Is teaching others something "Thamnr" and "C'leopatre," of which
of hi art. It was years nfter the the tlrst an emasculated version of
dramatist's death when Mr Maurel tin second, wele frequently given on
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